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Satire’s my weapon; but Pim too discreet, 
xt To run Pre and tilt at all I meet ; 


“T only wear it in a land of Heetors, 
Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and dircctors.—Por®. 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 





At) 
From the Black Dwarf in London to the Yellow Bonze, 
at Japan. 


THE ADVANTAGES OF BEING A BONZE IN. IRELAND, 


Respected Yellow Friend, 
| | The impositions practised by the bonzes. of. every 
other country are the familiar topics of satire and ridi+ 
eule inthis nation, If thou wert here, thou wouldst 

be the universal jest of fashionable life. They. would 
wonder how any people could be found, to: reverence 
thy shaven forehead; and the demure sanctity. of thy 
reverend appearance. “ What fools,’ they would ex- 
chim, “are the Japanese to labour for the support of so 
tidiculous a quiz!’’ And then they would thank heaven 
for what they call here the reformation ; an historical 
event of some two hundred and fiftv years date, when 





these people magnaniniously threw off the tyranny of the 
Pope of Rome, and set up 2 Pope in every parish of theié 
Own empire ! 

VoL. X. No. 12 
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Do not believe, however, that these people are not as 
much priestridden as other folks. In reality, they are 
burdened ten times as much as any nation under the sun; 
and though they talk loudly, and bluster with all imagi- 
nable suavity, it is only to divert attention from the load 
they carry, and to induce the spectators to believe they 
are not burthened at all. 

However, there are some amongst these people who 
are honest enough to confess that they are as bigotted, 
and as priestridden, as any that enjoy the light of the 
sun. One of the honest part of these islanders has just 
published a statement of the Revenues of the Protestant 
Church of lreland; and, if after a perusal of it, thou 
dost not wish that fate had made thee a bonze in that 
country, I shall begin to suspect thou hast it in contem- 
plation to betray the interests of thy craft. I shall, 
therefore lay before thee, the vast advantages of being 
an Irish Bonze; and if they do not induce thee to aban- 
don the idols of Japan, and speed thy way to Europe, 
thou art an alien to thy profession, and totally indifferent ° 
to worldly advantage. 

This candid confessor writes thus:—*« We have long 
accustomed ourselves to talk of the enormous incomes 
ofthe ce-devant French priests; of the immense ecclesias- 
tical revenues of Spain; and to revile the people of these 
countries as superstitious and priestridden; but let us 
only turn our eyes_to the PrRoTESTANT CHURCH OF IRE- 
LAND, AS AT PRESENT ESTABLISHED—look at the FACT 
which I will piace beyond all doubt of explanation, as 
recorded in Parliament, in the hand-writing of the Right 
Reverend the Bishops, in the course of last year; and 
we shall be compelled to confess there is no picture bear- 
ing a resemblance to this, in the CABINET OF THE 
Wor.p.” 

He then proceeds to the developement of the present 
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condition of the Irish Bonzes, from returns made by the 
Chiefs of the Bonzes, who are here called beshops, and 
archbishops! Pretty titles, are they net? 

“ Treland contains 11,943,100 acres of land, equal to 
18,767,338 English acres, of which 909,090 acres pay 
nothing to the church; 4,321,110 pay probably from en- 
dowments about one third of their tythes, and the remain- 
ing 13,537,136 are liable to pay full tythes. 

“ Tt is divided into 22 Dioceses, which are appended to 
these preliminary remarks; in which every Incumbent 
throughout the kingdom is arranged in alphabetical order, 
for the convenience of more readily ascertaining the extent 
of patronage, by a reference to family names, such as 
Beresford, Knox, Foster, &e. Ke. 

“ In the parliamentary Returns from which these sehe- 
dules have been carefully compiled, it will be found, that 
no less than 808 benefices out of 1270 have been sent 
without any quantities being specified, and indeed but one 
Diocese, out of iwenty-two, contains the number of acres 
included in each benefice. 

“In this Diocese, of Elphin, the number of parishes is 
91, which have been compressed into 87 benefices, or 
livings; of the 37 Incumbents who ought to reside, 19, 
are resident, and 18 absent. 

“The Bishop observes, that the returns of the quan- 
tity of land in each living have been made from the Church 
applotment, without any ef the bog or mountain land be- 
longing to the same: from which it appears that these 37 
livings contain 266,928 acres of tythable land, valued by 
Mr. Wakefield at the rate. of 35 shillings per acre, or 
about 22 shillings per English acre of rent. 

“If the farmers of this Diocese raise five times the 
amount of rent in produce, the whole tythes would amount 
to 233,562]. or 6,31211. foreach living ;—/four times the 
produce, 186,849]. or 5,050}. for each living. If only three 
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times the rent be grown, 140,137). or 3,787). for each 
hiving. 

The County of Roscommon. im which the Diocese js 
Stnate, contains 346,650 acres, and in 1792 the Protestant 
population was 215 families of 1075 persons; the Catho- 
ites 16,985 families of 84,925 persons; ihe Protestants in 
1766 were 1,300 families of 6,560 persons; the Catholies 
13,258 familes of 66,340 persons. 

“ Now then let os panse a moment on the threshold. 
whilst we contemplate this single column, in the stupen- 
dnous National Fabric of the Irish Protestant Church. 

“Here we have a county of 346,650 acres of land, 
vielding a population of 86,000 persons, of which 266,528 
acres are tythable; containing a population of 166 Pro- 
testant families only, reckoning 5 to a family, and the 
valne of the tythes of which amount to 233,562. per year, 
independent of glebe lands and houses, ifthe lands yield 
five rents in produce; which sum is ai the zneredzdle ratio 
of one thousand four hundred and seven pounds per year 
for admimstering Church of England rites to every indi- 
vidual Protestant family in the whole Diocese : but. it may 
be said the tyihes are not exacted to the utmost value in 
every instance, and therefore this account is overstated ; 
let us then put it in another shape:— 

“The Bishop says the tythes of 266,928 acres of cultivated 
tand are appropriated for the Protestant rites of 166 fami- 
lies; this therefore gives the tenth of the produce of 1,608 
acres of land for each family ; and is there an. acre of the 
fruitful level corn county of Roscommon, that yields less 
than six pounds produce per English acre? for it must be 
observed, that the 1,608 acres are Jrash measure, and 
equal to 2,604 English acres. ‘Think, then, of the whole 
produce of 269 Engiish acres of the best corn land, being 
appropriated for reading our church'service once in a week 
to ONE individnal family: or which amounts to the same 
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thing, the whole produce of the 2,604 English acres, for 
religious rites to every 10 Protestant famies! Lest thas 
view also of the subject should not be intelligible, let as 
place it in another light: In the debate on the ith of May, 
is18, Lord Liverpool, after a very elaborate speech, came 
toaconclusion thet Protestant Churches should be construc- 
ted to hold about one fourth of the population, after dedue- 
ting children, old people, and those entrusted ta take 
charge of the house; hence his Lordship thought, that a 
church to hold 10G0 persons, would be all that was ne- 
cessary in a population of 4000 Protestants. 

“The whole Diocese of Elphin, therefore, might be 
accommodated in one fifth part of a single churelh, as to 
numbers ; for which service one tenth of the produce of 
266,928 acres of land is annuaily paid, or the whole 
produce of 26,692 Irish acres, equal to 43,154 English 
acres, and which, reckomng only 3 quarters of Wheat to 
the acre, at the present price of 5@ slullings per quarter, 
amounts to 323.6551. a year, for church service performed 
lo one fifth part of an English congregation. 

“Itis not for me to inquire into the justice or the 
poiicy of appropriating one tenth of the produce of such 
a county to such a purpose ; for justice and policy, like 
region and law, are of late become too sublime for ordi- 
hary writers; but facts may perhaps be allowed to have 
some weight, and if the object be to promote Protestantism 
by these means, then will it be confessed that the means 
have nearly attained its eatdrpation. 

“In the year 1766, in this diocese, the Protestants were 
6,509 persons, and the Catholics 66,340, being about 
ten limes the number of Protestanis; in the year 1792 
the Protestants were only 1075, whilst the Cathohies had 
‘creased to 84,925, uearly eighty times the aumber!! 
itis a known and published fact, that the sum apportioned 
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diocese, exceeds in amount the sums paid either in Russia, 
Austria or France, for Church service for 5,000,000 of 
Christians ; being the whole population of Ireland; and 
in short, that “the value of the tenth of the produce of 
the County of Roscommon alone, would amply pay the 
working Clergy for the whole Kingdom of Ireland, both 
Catholic and Protestant. 

“ Let it not be said that I have singled out one diocese 
for the purpose of bringing its monstrous features into 
notice; the inspection of the other dioceses will at once 
confute such assertion; I have taken Elphin because it is 
the ONLY ONE which the Bishops have returned com- 
PLETE ; and I have confined myself to general calculations, 
because I would not be thoughi to cast partial reflections 
upon any particular diocese. ‘The observations upon the 
abuses which so flagrantly distinguish the various dioceses, 
will be found under their separate titles, but I will proceed 
to mark a few of the leading characters which distinguish 
them. 

‘«‘ ELrpain.—Here we see one Clergyman receiving the 
tythes of 8 parishes, containing 19,964 acres Irish; he is 
returned as absent from all the parishes, and indeed there 
is but one church and 14 Protestant families an the 8 pa- 
rishes: this living therefore is equal to a Freehold Estate 
in. England of 3,000 acres of good corn land. 

“ Another sinecure pluralist has the tythes of 13 parishes, 
containing 33,855 acres; and 5 of the parishes are returned 
a8 SINECURES without church or duty; the other 8 pa- 
rishes contain but a proportion of 14 Protestant families ; 
this living is equal to an English Freehold Estate of 5,000 
acres of good land. 

“ Out of the 37 benefices there are 4 avowed sinecurists, 
without any duty whatever: and 6 pluralists. At 5 shil- 
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receive upon an average 3,156L 2 year, for church service 
to 4 Protestant families, besides glebe lands and houses. 

« ARMAGH contains 103 parishes, compressed into 78 
livings; there are 67 resedent parsons and It absent—the 
quantity about 470,000 acres, worth upon an average to 
rent about 25 shillings per acre ; the tythes, therefore, at 
five shillings in the pouad upon the rental would yield 
1,832. te each parson, besides glebes and houses. many 
of which in this diocese are immense. The pluralist, 
Knox, a relative of the Bishop of that name, has 4000 
acres of glebe and a house in one hving ; and many others 
have 1,000, 900, 700, and 500 acres of good land, with 
houses —See Armagh. 

“ CaSHEL and EMLY contain 131 parishes, but only 57 
livings. The resedent parsons are 34, the absent 23. The 
henefices returned contain 272,391 acres, averaging 5044 
to each, besides houses and glebes: the value of land tm 
this diocese makes the tythes of each benefice, at 5s. in 
the pound on the rental, amount to 2,837/. a year: the 
cost of administering church rites in this diocese is about 
110/. a year for each Protestant family, under the present 
dispensation. 

“ Derry, under Bishop Knox, is an interesting diocese ; 
the Dean has 3 glebes, containing 1350 acres freehold, 
deanery house, and the tythes of 89,600 acres. The 
family of the Knoxes are also well provided for.—See 
the notes upon Armagh; here we haye 38 resident and 
16 absent parsons reaping the tythes of about 400,000 
acres, besides houses and glebes of various extent, some 
1,600 acres, others 900, 700, &ce. &e. 

“In KintaLta and AcHoNnRY we have 52 parishes 
made into 20 livings, with 14 resident and 6 absent par- 
sons, enjoying the tythes of 708,800 acres to administer 
church rites to 562 Protestant families. This produce would 


yield about 300/. a year for church service performed in 
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every Protestant family, supposing the land to be worth 

only 19 shillings per acre in Ireland, or 12 shillings the 
English acre; and yet, under this ghostly management 
it appears that from 1766 to 1792, the Catholics increased 
from 6 to 1 to the ratio of 60 to 1—that is in a tenfold 
proportion !!! 

“In KILLALOE and KILFENORA, the 28 _ benefices, 
which have their dimensions specitied, appear to contain 
674,008 acres, averaging 24,071 acres each, which are 
valued by Wakefield at 33s. per acre Irish, or about 22 

shillings the English acre; the tythes of each benefice 
at five shillings in the pound on the rent would yield 
99311. per year each. 

“ The population of 476,200 acres in the pouty of 
Clare in 1792 was 1,290 Protestant to 94,800 Catholics, 
or about | Protestant family of 5 persons to 1,984 acres, 
or 3 square miles, being less than one fourth of their num- 
ber in the year 1766 

‘ According to this calculation, then, every Protestant 
family in this county, allowing the tythes only to amount 
to one fourth of the rent, or five shillings in the pound, 
entails a cost of the enormous sum of 818I. per year. 

‘In Kinmors, there are 41 parishes, 33 livings, 20 re- 
sident and 13 absent Clergymen, but only the quantity of 
four benefices given ; one of 10,000 acres, another 80,640, 
a third 16,800, and the fourth 20,000 acres; but the 338 
benefices contain 11,026 acres of glebe shins which is 
no less than a freehold estate of 367 acres to each, besides 
houses. and the tythes, of which we have no return. 

“ In WATERFORD, it appears that the Catholic popula- 
tion has increased upon the Protestant, from the year 
1766 to 1792 in the proportion from 6 to 1, to 80 to 1, and 
the tythes of this county, at one fourth of the rent, would 


be 35]. for each family. The Catholic population of the 
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whole kingdom in 1766 was to the Protestant as 2 to l.— 
In 1792 it had grown to 6 to I, 

« Such are some of the features of this extraordinary 
and unparalleled establishment ; let us now take a collec- 
tive view of the whole kingdom. 

«Mr. Wakefield’s valuation of the whole Landed Rental 
of Ireland, as appears by one of the annexed tables, 
amounts to 14,110,6011. per year, or about 15 shillings 
per English acre. 

“If five times this amount be raised in produce, the 
value will be 70,553,0051. the tythes of which produce 
would be £7,055,300. 

“T have shewn the Clergy are entitled to tythes upon 
15 parts out of 19 of the whole; the sum therefore 
which their proportion of tythes amount to, is £5,969, 
974. 

“But if only four times the value of the rent be raised 
in produce, then the tythes of the Protestant Clergy 
would only be worth £4,455,979, out of the whole 
produce. 

“The landed Revenue of the Bishops and Clergy are 
said to be ¢wo parts out of eleven, of the whole kingdom, 
that is, taking Mr. Wakefield’s rental as the value, equal 
to £2,565,563.”’ 

The author then compares this enormous revenue with 
the revenues enjoyed by the Christian bonzes of other 
countries ; and shews very clearly that if the Irish bonzes 
were only paid upon the same scale with the bonzes of 
other countries, which are called superstitious by these 
wese folks, they would only have an annual income of 
£27,000; giving to every bonze having the charge of 
300 families about £80 per annum. But as this is a very 
liberal country, the author proposes an allowance of one 

Lonze to every 200 families; which would make the 


Humber of frish Proicsiant bonzes 522: to allow them 
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£200 per annum each, with a good residence and five 
acres of land. This would amount to £104,600, besides 
a landed rental of abont 2,000 a year more: and if the 
archbishop bonzes, the bishop bonzes, and other dignified 
bonzes were allowed £50,000 more, the whole cost of 
the established army of bonzes, on a very liberal calcu- 
lation, ought net to exceed £156,000 per annum ; which 
is nearly six times as much as the* bonzes of other coun- 
tries average for their labours; yet as matters now stand, 
the revenue of the great bonze, called the Primate of 
all Ireland, produces this enormous sum alone !°! 

The general account stands thus : 
“The present annual value of the lands of the 

Irish Protestant Church ........-..secesceeee £2;,065,563 
«“ The preseut annual value of one tenth of the 

produce «propriated to the Protestant Church,€5,569,974 


9° 





“ Annual Income to be allowed to 
the Protestant Clergy of Ireland £156,406 
“Annual income to be allowed to 
the Catholic Clergy of Ireland, 
it the proportion of 7 to 1, as 
compared with the Protestants, 1,094,800 





‘“« Total charge of the Clergy, £1,251,200 
“ Balance saved by the Nation, 6,884,537” 

This statement must astonish the reasoning portion of 
these islanders. ‘They will hardly be able to believe that 
any thing so very monstrous should have crept into exis- 
tence. These bonzes might be liberally provided for, by 
about one forty-eighth part of what they actually receive ; 
and then they would receive six times as much as the 
bonzes of other superstitious countries average! 

but what is more whimsical than all, is, that in Ireland 


there is another order of bonzes, who receive nothing 
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from the state; yet who minister to the religious neces- 
sities of five-sixths of the people. For the followers of 
these richly paid bonzes do not amount to more than 
544,865; while the followers of the unpaid order of 
bonzes amounied, in 1792, to 3,783,326. And what is 
still more wonderful, the followers of the well-paid 
bonzes have been decreasing in proportion to the followers 
of the bonzes who are not paid at all; and Protestantism 
in Ireland has been decreased by the operation of the very 
means taken to secure its success. There were fewer 
Protestants in Ireland in 1792, by nearly 20,000 than there 
were in 1766! as the following estimate exhibits: 

Catholics in 1766, 1,326,960 in 1792, 3,261,203 

Protestants in 1766, 544,868 in 1792, 522,023 
This will, at all events, prove, that rich endowments do 
not make zealous bonzes: and to thee and me it will be 
no great wonder, that while bonzes accumulate riches, 
and neglect their duties, their followers should diminish, 
as the tutors become hateful or despicable. 

The total cost of the well-paid bonzes is more than 
eght millions per annum ; and my author calculates that 
after maintaining both orders of bonzes liberally, and 
paying catholic bonzes in the proportion of seven to one, 
as compared with the Protestants, the whole sum ought 
not toexceed one million and a quarter, leaving a clear 
saving to the people of six millions and three quarters 
every year. This isa greater sum than the new sinking 
fund, which is to pay off the national debt, if the minister 
Should not want it for any other purpose; and if applied 
to the service of the state in Ireland, would enable the 
government to take off every tax which afilicts that un- 
happy country. 


Never before was heard of such a church establishment. 


‘“ Before the Revolution France had an army of 360,000 


bonzes ; but the 1,270 bonzes of Ireland have far greater 
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revennes than were possessed by the monks, and nuns. 
and friars of Franee. Spain had also a host of 150,000 
male and female bonzes; but they were maintained at far 
less cost than the single regiment of Irish bonzes. Leave, 
then, the sterile regions of Japan, where, though bonzes 
may take root, they cannot expect to bear any such golden 
fruit—and haste to this Irish paradise, where fat livings 
are as common as frog's are scarce. 

Thou wilt, perhaps, suppose, that the followers of this 
erder of well-paid bonzes are extremely religious! No- 
thing of the kind! Not even the bonzes, for the greater 
part, even pretend to pay any regard to religion. They 
are only bonzes because it is a profitable trade. They do 
not affect to teach their supposed disciples. Many of them 
never see the parties whose money they extort for the 
nominal performance of religious duties! 1 will treat 
thee with a transcript of the mode in which some of these 
bonzes ape common ———, and obtain money upon false 
pretences. In the Bishopric of Armagh there is returned 
one Sir Thomas Foster, who has three livings in Dublin, 
viving him the tithes of 12,802 acres, with the absolute 
possession of 30 acres more, and ahouse. He is besides 
master of Carysfort school, a perfeet sinecure. In Armagh 
he has the tithes of 4,670 acres, with 17 acres of glebe 


land, and anether house. ‘Thou wilt ask how he can dis- 


charge all the duties. Not at ali—but he can take all 
the money : and I dare say could if it were twice as much. 
but he is only one of many. My author proceeds 
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fity returned ; to which are appended 337 acres, two 
houses, besides 84 acres of mountain tract. 

« The Honourable Charles Know has two livings, with- 
out any description whatever, with 529 acres of glebe, 
anda house. He holds also four other parishes in Dublin, 
containing 9,600, with 24 acres of glebe, and a house. 

« The Rev. William Anov, in Derry, has two rectories 
and vicarages, With 84 acres of glebe, and two houses. 

(A variety of minor good things are omitted, to prevent 
the statement from being far more roomy than our space 
will admit of.) 

“ Rev. Spencer Anox has two rectories and vicarages; 


olebe, and two houses. These twe 


with 528 acres of g 


ventlemen are on the continent, with their wives, by 
permission of their relation, the Bishop of Derry. 

“The Hon. Edmund Knox, Dean of Down, has tithes 
of five parishes, 20,025 acres. 

“ John Russel Amoa has a vicarage, without any quan- 
lity returned, in Kilmore, with 54h acres of glebe, and 
a house. 

“ Nathaniel Smith, has two entire rectories, with 395 
acres of glebe, and two houses. 

“ Henry Stewart, probably a relative ef the Archbishop, 
las one entire rectory, with 40 acres of glebe, and a 
house. He has also (episcopully united in 1810) three 
other parishes, containing 19,200 acres in Lismore, 150 
miles distant. 

“ Richard Stewart has an entire rectory, without quan- 
tity returned, and 527 acres of glebe, and a house. He 
has also another benefice, but not stated where. 

“ Other glebes are very large:—John Jephson, 1082 
acres, house, and entire rectory. James Lowry, 946 acres, 
of which only nine are unimproved, with an entire rec- 
tory, and house. William Bissett, 7) aeres, house, and 


arectory, Dr. Stewart, 515 acres, house, and a rectory 
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“The extent of Armagh, by Dr. Beaufort’s Map of 
Ircland, appears to be about 470,000 ‘acres, which would 
yield an average of 6,000 acres to each benefice, one 
tenth of the produce of which cannot be taken at less 
than £3,000, exclusive of glebes and houses.”’ 

In the bishopric of Cashell and Emly, “ The Pluralist, 
R. C. Armstrong, has rectorial and vicarial tithes of four 
parishes, containing 5,868 acres, a glebe of 20 acres, and 
a house. He has also 3,840 acres of vicarial tithes in 
Ossory. 

“ Richard Bagwell has rectorial and vicarial tithes of 
two parishes, containing 4,678 acres, vicarial tithes 3539, 
making a total of 8,217 acres as CHANTOR OF CASHEL, 
with nine acres of glebe, and a house. He has (quantity 
unknown) also, as DEAN of CLOGHER, a reciory entire, 
and 500 acres of glebe, and a Deanery-house. 

“ H. V. Fitzgerald has two entire rectories, with 110 
acres of glebe, besides an entire rectory and vicarage in 
Kilmore, with 350 acres of glebe, and a house. 

“« T. B. Gough has the rectorial and vicarial tithes of 
three parishes, containing 7,162 acres, 13 acres of glebe, 
anda house ; besides an entire reciory in Leighlin and 
Ferns. 

“ Joseph Palmer, Dean of Cashell, as the rectorial 
and vicarial tithes of three parishes, containing -7,965 
acres, With 111 acres of glebe, and three rectories in 
Killaloe (a sinecure without cure of souls, see page 288 
in the Drocesan Returns) containing about 12,288 acres 
of land. 

“ James St. Leger has four entire rectories, containing 
8,835 acres, with eleven acres of glebe anda house. He 
has also three entire rectories, containing 7,680 acres in 
Cloyne, and resides, on account of the gout, in Bath. 

‘“ John Seymour has three entire rectories, and three 
vicarages, containing 8,721 acres, with only one church. 
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He has also another vicarage, with no return of quantity, 
held by faculty, wethout any church. He is returned as 
performing all the duties of the seven parishes, without 
any curate.” 

In the bishopric of Clogher, *‘ William Atthill, Pluralist, 
has two rectories, and two vicarages; one containing 400 
acres of glebe, and a house; the other, three glebes and 
a house; of which no account is given: nor are the quan- 
tities of either rectory stated. 

“The Dean cf Clogher has three other rectories in 
Cashell. 

“ Viscount Lifford has a rectory, and vicarage of Dro- 
more in Clogher, with 388 acres of glebe, (quantity not 
returned.) He is also DEAN oF ARMAGH, with the entire 
rectory of Armagh, a Deanery-house, and 297 acres of 
glebe. 

“John Grey Porter has a rectory and viearage (no 
quantity returned,) but with a house and glebe of 1115 
acres (Kilskeery rectory.) He has also Donaighmoigne 
vicarage (no quantity returned,) and with an estate of 
glebe adjoining the house, of which also there is NO 
RETURN. 

“Henry Roper (archdeacon) has two rectories and 
vicarages (no quantity returned), but 770 acres of glebe 
in one benefice, and a house, with 46 acres of glebe 
round the second house.” 

In the bishopric of Cloyne, “ The bishop, the late Dr. 
Bennet, had five rectories and vicarages united, upon 
Which no church till lately was built. The uniou extended 
over 16,200, and only one curate. This union is held am 
commendam with the see of Cloyne.” 

In the bishopric of Derry, “ James Saurin, Dean, has 
an union, made by patent in the reign of James 1. of three 
parishes, which contain 89,600 aeres, near the city of 

Londonderry. There are also three perpetual curacies, 
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but no return by which they can be estimated. This 
benefice contains also three glebes: one of 600 aeres, 
within a mile of the church ; another of 600, within three 
miles of Londonderry church; and a third, of 150 acres, 
within a mile. Here, then, are 1,350 acres of glebe, 
Deanery-house, and tithes of 89,600 acres, which at 5e in 
the pound would be worth £20,000 per annuum. 

‘« There are many immense glebes added to large bene- 
fices:—The absent Dr. Burrowes has 550 acres, and a 
house. Gilbert Kine, 1610 acres. The absent rector, 
William Magee, 930 acres, and a house. Dr. Nash, 710 
acres.”’ 

In the bishopric of Elphin, the “ Diocese contains 
266,928 acres of actual returns of improved land; which, 
divided by 37 benefices, average 7,214 acres to each, 
which, at 35s. per acre, is £12,624. 

“ Mr. Wakefield estimates the average value of the 
whole land in this diocese at 35s. per acre. The tithe at 
four rents may be estimated, therefore, at 14s. per acre, 
which would yield an average of £5,049 per annum for 
these 47 benefices. | 

The Catholic population throughout this diocese, by 
the return to the House of Lords in 1765, was 13,268 
Catholic famelkes to 1,300 Protestants: and by Dr. Beau- 
fort’s return in 1792, 84,925 Catholic population to 1075 
Protestants. 

‘“ Here, then, we have an established clergy entitled 
to the tithes of 266,928 acres of emproved land, as re- 
turned by the Bishop, (exclusive of 80,600 acres of unim- 
proved land included in the diocese,) which, calculated 
at 35s. per acre (the value placed upon the whole county 
by Wakefield), amounts to £467,124 rental, besides bog 
and mountain. ‘The tithes at 5s m the pound only, would 


yield £116,781 sterling per year, for ministering religious 
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rites to 1075 Protestants, exclusive of the expense of 
bishop, economy of churches, &c. &e. Ke. 

« Thomas Hackett’s sinecure, as Prebend of Killma- 
callane, consisting of five parishes, 12,000 acres, without 
any church or any duties, ADDED to his eight other 
parishes of 21,855 acres, is really monstrous! 

« Dr. Brinkley and Richard Wynne have also immense 
sinecures. 

«“ Samuel Adams also has a considerable sinecure. 

“ The two chief Pluralists are the Very Rev. Deans 
of Elphan and Ferns. 

“ In July 1813, the population of the parish of Fuerty 
was 112 Protestants, to 4,137 Catholies. In Kallukin, 
also, in this diocese, the Protestants were 120, Catholics 
1,170; but, then, all the Protestants are Methodists, so 
that the tithes become perfect sinecures.” 

In the bishopric of Kildare, however, we meet with one 
of the merriest proofs of the modes in which Irish bonzes 
discharge their duties. ‘Fhe treasurer of this bishopric, 
Mr. John Bayley, is Dean of Killaloe, and Vicar Choral 
of the two cathedrals of Christ church and St. 
Patrick’s, Dublin ; but one Henry Bayley, (probably his 
son, as such a son deserves a celebrated father,) 
who is entered as Curate to John Bayley’s vicarage, 
and said to perform the duties (without any specific salary ) 
of Knavenstow, exhibits a striking instance of what an 
active man with a good ho:se can perform in the Irish 
church, in the county of Kildare, which contains three 
Protestants to one square mile. He is also resident 
Curate for Wm. Bourne, at Rothangan (page 288), ata 
salary of £75 per year. He performs the duties of three 
rectories, at a salary of £13. 13s. for an absent Prebendary 
and Rector, Tisdale (whose residence the Bishop returns 


as unknown; who holds also a Prebendal sinecure of 
Maynooth, in Dublin.) Mr. Bayley, fourthly, discharges 
VoL. X, No. 12 
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the duties for the rectory of Feighcullen (page 207) for 
the sum of £12 per year. No wonder, that in the four 
rectories the churches are all in ruins! What with the 
deficiency of Rectors to preaeh, and Protestants to hear, 
even Mr. Bayley’s six parish cures will at length become 
asinecure. There is also a Henry Bayley, Rector, in 
Killaloe, but it cannot surely be the same man!’ 

Ido not agree with the last surmise of this writer. 
Why, upon the same terms, he might hold all the livings 
in the kingdom; and, in the same manner discharge the 
duties of them all. No wonder such shepheids lose their 
Sheep. They are so fond of shearing them, and they cut 
so close, that it is but natural policy to runaway. ‘“ Rea- 
sons of state’ are often past all ordinary comprehension, 
but surely one may ask what such a race of bonzes could 
be kept for, even if they were content with barely food 
and clothing ; they co no service to their creed ; but mate- 
rially tend to increase the host of their persecuted oppo- 
nents. Catholicism thrives amidst all the privations of its 
believers and its teachers; while Protestantism deelines 
though its bonzes are thus pampered into luxuriousness, 
Is it not because the bonzes are so pampered that their 
creed grows out of credit? If so a little persecution would 
be profitable to the protestant cause; and it is very pro- 
bable that their folly and avarice may even draw it down 
upon their heads. Such, however, are the facts. The 
Catholics of Waterford in 1792, were 108,625, and the 
Protestants only 1375; while in 1776, the Catholic fami- 
lies were but 16,519, and the Protestants mustered then 
2,879 ; which isan increase in Catholicism since that period 
of from 6 to 1, to 8S0to 1. When will the world become 
wise, and profit by its wisdom ? 

In the senate this shameful appropriation of the public 
property, and the labour of the public, is defended, as 
just and honest. The church emoluments are declared to 
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be the freeholds of the possessors, Whether tne duties aré 
discharged or not; nay, even where there is a moral and 
physical impossibility to prevent the discharge of the duties, 
it is still held that the emoluments are to be held sacred. 
Under the pretence of producing some alleviation of a 
greviance which is so monstrous as to threaten to raise the 
indignation of the public whenever it is fully exposed to 
their knowledge, my author says—‘ the Irish Secretary 
Goulburn has. given notice of a bul to PERPETUATE 
this MONSTROUS SYSTEM; in one word, to give for 
ever to the IRISH PROTESTANT CLERGY, the FULL VALUE 
of the WHOLE produce of 1,353,713 acres of land, English 
measure, to be raised by the CAPITAL and LABOUR and 
cost of the population of Lreland. 

“ No Commissioner will value this produce at less than 
from four to ten pounds per acre, constituting a revenue 
from five to thirteen millions per annum; besides a rental 
reckoned at one pound per acre, upon two elevenths of 
the kingdom, as episcopal and glebe lands amounting to 
£3,412,434 additional. 

“ And this is the scheme brought into a British House 
of Commons, to give a perpetuity to a reveuue amounting 
at least to. TEN MILLIONS per year, Which is upwards of 
TWO THIRDS of the rental of all the lands in the kingdom, 
for the performance of Protestant rites to ONE SEVENTH 
of the population. 

“Reckoning only 200 families to each Christian Pro- 
testant Pastor, this would average twenty thousand a 
year to-every Bishop, Dean, Rector, and Curate too. 

“ Now to these figures there is no reply; as long as 
two and two shall be equal to four; so long will one 
(enth of the produce of 13,537,130 acres be equal to the 
whole produce of. 1,353,713 acres: and mind, it is. the 
PRODUCE, Including Rent, Tithes, Rates, Seed, Labour, 
Manure, Teams, Interest wu pon Capital, Taxes, Skill, 
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which is equal to five tames the rent, and which Parliament 
has, after long investigation, so determined it to be. 

‘¢ One word in Peel’s ear—when you denied the right 
of Parliament to appropriate these revenues, did it not 
occur to you, the Catholics of Ireland might say—«< If 
title be so sacred, then does this property belong of right 
to us; the present holders have no pretensions but to a 
Parliamentary Title, and as the Ministers assert Parlia- 
ment has not the power, what hinders us to claim, aye, 
and to seize our pristine rights? We have held them 
1000 years—the Protestants by Parliamentary grant 160 
years.” 

The modesty of these bonzes is quite equal to their 
utility, ‘There is scarcely one return of this monstrous 
establishment,’ says my author, “in which the Bishops 
do not call upon Parliament for MORE REVENUE! to go 
into the detail would freeze the blood in our veins. Nu- 
merous are the instances of livings returned as too small ! 
to afford comfort to the incumbent, (bonze); but how 
they became so, not a word te said, Let us look at few 
of the reasons. | 

In the diocese of Cork and Ross, the vicarage of Kil- 
macabea, and Kilfaughnabeg are returned as too small ; 
but this arises from the rectorial tythes of these parishes 
being appropriated to the Archdeaconry, consisting of a 
sinecure of four entire rectories! The vicarage of Ag- 
hadown is too small, because the Archdeacon pockets the 
rectorial tythes. Temple Mihil and Kilcoken vicarages 
are too small, because the tythes belong to a sinecurist ! 
Ballybacon, though united with Tubrid, and containing 
upwards of 10,000 acres, is classed as too small, because 
the Archdeacon has the rectorial tythes of the one, and 
the Dean of the other. In the diocesé of Cloyne, there 
ure three entire rectories and vicarages returned as /00 
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small, being part of an union of five rectories, which 
inion comprises 19,200 acres !”’ 

Art thou not, my yellow friend, absolutely petrified 
with astonishment at the successful delusion of this wise 
nation, by a horde of bonzes? Did it ever occur to thee 
even in thy dreams, to imagine the bonzes of the east so 
completely surpassed, and the credulity and tameness of 
the east so triumphantly outdone! [| must lay down my 
pen and langh—no, I must not laugh at aught in Church 
or State—so I respectfully remain, 

Thy friend and well wisher, 
THE BLACK DWARF. 
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THE BLACK DWARF 
AGAINST THE QUARTERLY REVIEW. 











Oh! trHovu! whatever titles please thine ear! 
Pimp, pander, slanderer, or flatterer ! 

Let me desire thy lasting hate to know! 

So far more terrible to friend than foe ! 





The Quarterly Review has hit upon a most curious 
solution of the paradox that an Attorney-General, 
armed with despotic laws and sym atone tribunals, 
has hitherto failed in destroying the English Press! 
And what may our readers imagine the cause to be ? 
Why, truly, because the Whigs have said so much 
against the system, that the “ revolutionary press” 
can say nothing worse:—and that as the Whigs can- 
not be prosecuted with any chance of success, the “ se- 
ditious writers” escape with impunity; the Attorney- 
General, not being able to obtain verdicts against 


' 5 
them, forbearing to make use of the powers which he 


finds impotent. 

Those of the Whigs, who have been opposed to 
Reform, and who have steadily supported every mea- 
sure of Tory Ministries to put down the spirit of Re- 
form—even to the support of the six infamous Acts 
which followed the deed of noon-day murder at Man- 
chester—these Whigs, we think, will be rather sur- 
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prised to find it proclaimed that the liberty of thie 
ress owes any thing to them :—and those Whigs who 
od any partiality for Reform, will be no less asto- 
nished to heat that their labours, which were so in- 
effectual'in the honourable House, should have done 
so much out of doors! 

The conclusion. however is, that the “ seditious 
press” has not been reached, and the'inference that it 
cannot be reached, until the Whigs cease to utter 
libels;—or, in other words, until they join the Tories, 
and array all the power of the borough faction to crush 
‘its enemies! ‘This is an indirect invitation to another 
coalition, to effect which it 1s proposed that the Re- 
formers shall be formally denounced by one party; as 
a preliminary to their destruction by another: Is this 
stratagem an invention of Mr. Canning’s? Is it this 
Minister who would perpetuate the tottering system of 
borough corruption? Letus see upon what he builds 
his hopes of success, 

First, then, what does the liberty of the press owe 
to the modern Whigs ¢ _{t was something indebted 
to Mr. Fox, for his bill enabling juries to do what 
their own consciences should have directed without 
the aid of an Act of Parliament. But to what whig, 
since the days of Mr. Fox, has the liberty of the press 
been indebted, for any thing more than good wishes ? 
‘Has any one among that party used the press in any 
noble or dating manner? Did any Whig, in 1816-17 
step forward to shew the Ministers that Acts of Parlia- 
ment could not trammel the press? When the Habeas 
Corjius was saspended—when the press was threat- 
ened with annihilation, if it dared to promulgate opi- 
nions hostile -to the borough faction—did any Whig 
take an active part in emancipating it from a disgrace- 
‘ful thraldom? Was not the Whig press as é¢mid as 
the Tory press’was servile:—and_ if a new party had 
not: then been created to maintain the ground which 
the Tories attacked, and which the Whigs abandoned 
‘to their charge, Where would have béen now the free- 
domi of the press? Had it been left to the merey of 
the Tories, it would have been slauehtered with as 
little rémorse as Herod slaughtered the innocents. 
And if ‘entrnsted to the care of the Whigs, it would 
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have been nursed into a consumption, and found as 
certain, though not quite so speedy a grave. 

The Quarterly Review assumes that the freedom of 
speech taken by the Whigs, on their grand party re- 
views and field-days, have extended this hatefel im- 
punity to other libellers!' But did the Whigs ever 
make any such display in favour of the liberty of the 
press, whenever it was seriously attacked? And if 
they have spoken boldly at taverns, and meetings of 
Whig clubs, to what mediuw are they indebted for 
the publication of their testimony in favour of freedom? 
What papers have disseminated the records of their 
patriotism, and promulgated them in the world of or- 
dinary beings. Their own journals would have done 
them little justice in this respect, had it not been for 
the greater daring of those publications which bade des- 
potism defiance on the one hand, and on the other tore 
the mask from the face of that old masquerader, ex- 
pediency! How many of the persecuted champions 
of the freedom of the press have been Whigs? In- 
stances of gross personal injustice towards individuals 
have sometimes roused their feelings as men, and 
sShewn them in a favourable light as HATERS of op- 
préssion—but when, asa party, have they ever had the 
courage to become its ENEMIES? They have extolled 
freedom in the senate—toasted success to it in full 
bumpers at taverns—probably in the retirement of their 
domestic circles, they may have poured out heart-felt 
wishes for its preservation—but when have they been 
in the field to maintain its interests? Not for more 
than a century! No living Whig ever saw his party 
at any thing beyond mouth-war with the seoivnfil and 
triumphant faction! Where have been seen any in- 
dications of a Whig resistance to what it has called 
Oppression? We willnotask them whether there has 
een no unworthy persecution to rouse their feelings ; 
because that would be to doubt their veracity on all 
occasions when they have summoned courage to speak 
out! But we will ask them what effect could be pro- 
duced by any censure of a system, when the advocates 
and patrons of existing corruptions knew that censure 
Was all that was meditated against it: —and that against 
tny eflectual reform, the affected censurers were as 
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averse as the patrons themselves; because there was 
a hope just glimmering in the Semen horizon, that 
one day the censurers might want to become the pa- 
trons of the abuses. 

If, however, it were allowed, that the speeches of 
the Whigs eid any tendency to proteet the publica- 
tions of others, it will seem So mewhat singular that 
when the W higs s spoke in the boldest manner, it was 
found easy enough to find verdicts in crown prosecu- 
tions. Mr. Fox remains yet unequalled in the ranks 
of Whiggism. His energy, his eloquence, his bold- 
ness, his “sesolution, have had no parallel since his 
dunaean Yet, when he stood at the bead of the 
Whig phalanx, while it yet remained in its full vigour, 
while he was surrounded by a galaxy of talent never 
since seen, and while he ventured so far as to pro- 
claim that “ the sovereign authority was vested in the 
people—that if they chosea monarchy, they alone had 
the nght of bestowing the crow eevsesill ha if they 
chose a republic, they might say to a monarch we 
have no farther occasion for you —when this was ut- 
tered in the senate, graced with the authority of the 
united Whig array, there was no ampunily for other 
libellers. Then ‘Mr. Holt was sentenced to some 
years imprisonment for publishing a ve srbatim extract 
from a previously published speech of Mr. Pitt, in 
favour of Reform! It is clear, therefore, that some- 
thing more than Whig protection was necessary to 
produce an era in which the Attorney-General forbears 
to. rvrosecute because he can obtain no verdicts ! 

The whole view of the case, as taken by the Quar- 
terly Review, is entirely and designedly fallacious.— 
The present freedom of the press 3s guaranteed, in 
Spite of oppressive statutes by the publie feeling, 
which the press has produced in its own behalf. Its 
eX xemption from pe rsecution, it owes to the uncon- 
querab ile spirit of its agents. Oppression misses its 
creat aim, when it ceases to lerrify. It is not so much 
to- torture the individual, as to frighten the millions 
that it persecutes, banishes, or imprisons : and when 
those on whom its vengeance falls, are brave enough 
to laugh in its face ; to deride its power, even if it er ash 
them; to mock its pains and penalties, or to endure 
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them with philosophic contempt; when men can be 
found to dare persecution, to court it, to take it by the 
very beard,—the multitude, whom persecution is meant 
to check, begin to perceive that it is a bugbear, simi- 
lar to the raw-heads and bloody-bones of their old 
nurses ; and while they sympathise with the sufferers, 
they feel ready to share their fate, and burn with emu- 
lation to shew their heroism in a noble cause! This is 
the school in which Juries learn to acquit the guiltless, 
and Attorney-Generals to be cautious how they perse- 
cute the innocent; and not even the union of the Whigs 
with the Tory Administration could crush the spirit 
which has grown out of the hatred of the one, and the 
indifference of the other to public nghts. A new era 
has arisen from the efforts of the press in its own de- 
fence; and the line is for ever drawn between party 
interests and public good. 

The spirit that emancipated America, might as well 
be set down to the account of Whiggism, as the spirit 
which has emancipated the British Press! The Whigs 
might have governed America more mildly ; but they 
never wished her independence. They might also wish 
the press to have an extensive license, but they are not 
advocates for its absolute freedom. They have too 
much to fear from the plain unvarnished tale that it 
may tell. So far from the freedom of the press being 
owing to the assistance of the Whig's, it is to the free- 
dom of the press that is owing all the courage of the 
Whigs! Instead of leading the people, as the bul- 
warks of the press, they have stationed themselves 
behind its breast-work for their own security. The 
people and the press have been always in advance of 
them; and they have rarely taken up any topic, until 
it had become thread-bare with the ate Let us 
not be supposed to undervalue their earnest assistance, 
if they thought proper to afford it. We cannot agree 
with the Reviewer, that they have been instrumental 
in the protection of the truths which the Tory faction 
persecutes as libellous; but we readily admit they 
might have been: and we can tell them, that although 
by their union with the Ministry, they would only fan 
the flame of public feeling, and obtain for themselves 
infamy and execration: yet, by an union with the peo- 
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ple upon public grounds, they might succeed to the 
eminence which they have long been coveting, and 
establish themselves in the affections of a people, that 
would be grateful for real services. 

The Ministry offer to the Whigs the cup of oblivion 
to all greatness of soul, and nobility of principle. The 
people offer them the cup of oblivion to all past trans- 
gressions against public rights. They may choose 
which they will; and it is whispered that the greater 

art of them have already received the former cup from 
the hands of Mr. Canning; that some have already 
bowed to his condescending nod of recognition, and 
are about to pledge him in bumpers of right treasur 
Claret: but the public principles that might benefit by 
their assistance, will not lose by their desertion. Nor 
will ever the machinations of the Quarterly Review be 
able to put down the spirit, which it fears will put 
down its employers. Common Sense has gone forth 
amongst the people; and securely lodged in the ta- 
blets of their memories, it will only sink deeper by 
persecution, and be the firmer rooted for all attempts 
to eradicate it, : 

The hateful libels are unpleasant truths ; they can- 
not he dented, and it is too late for the Quarterly Re- 
view to hang its tattered blanket before the sun, in the 
hope of intercepting the wholesome and invigorating 
rays. Its conductors may laud the darkness in which 
they delight; but they cannot induce the people to put 
out their eyes, because these ministerial owlets hate 
the sun, and would extinguish his cheering influence. 
A new race is springing up; and close as old pre- 
judices cling about their possessors, the rising gene- 
ration will not be born with them. The Rights of Man 
are now the familiar lessons of childhood, and cannot 
fail to influence the conduct of mature age. The most 
ignorant nations easily comprehend the simple and 
eloquent principles of freedom; and while liberty 
triumphs in Spain and Portugal, there can be little 
fear that she will be driven from England, even were 
the Whigs base enough to make a formal renunciation 
of all their best professions. 
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LINCOLN COUNTY MEETING FOR REFORM. 


To Srr R. Heron, Bart, M. P. 
London, 19th March, 1823. 





Dear Sir, 

Full twenty years have now elapsed, since you and I 
were occasionally in the habit of conversing on the. sub- 
ject of Parliamentary Reform: although I do not recol- 
lect, that you ever appeared inclined to come to close 
quarters in argument.—I advert to these circumstances, 
becanse within that period discussion has done more, in 
demonstrating the principles of political Representation, 
than has yet been done in proving the powers of steam, 
in enabling vessels, formerly subject to the tyranny of 
winds, tides and currents, to pass from port to port, 
within a given number of hours, in defiance to those 
tyrants.—With regard to the powers of steam, much is 
probably yet to be discovered; whereas, those principles 
of Representation, which debate the means of reforming 
the Commons House, are now so completely ascertained, 
that a man of ordinary education cannot mistake them 
without exciting astonishment, in all who know any 
thing of the matter. 

As to the affected ignorance of the constitutionalists, 
and the pertinacity with which they talk nonsense on tiis 
subject, the cause is perfectly well understood ; and no 
man gives them credit for their conduct, on the grounds 
of their being “ honest,’ which according to my recol- 
lection, was the whimsical but mischevious reason you 
last year, at the Lincolnshire County Meeting, (according 
to newspaper report) gave for some of the parliamentary 
reformers not having yet agreed on any specific plan for 
modelling Represéntation. 

It is because another County Meeting is now called, 
you being one of the callers, that Inow address you, and 
through you the Jnhabitants of the County: and Lam 
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taught to take the present mode, because of what took 
place, when | Jast year attempted to make my sentiments 
known to the meeting held on the 19th of last April. 

In consequence of age and infirmity, disabling me, 
without extreme inconvenience and hazard to my health 
to attend in person, I endeavoured to perform a duty by 
writing a letter to the Chatrman, which I requested might 
be read at the meeting; but that letter was not so read, al- 
though I was afterwards informed that it was delivered to 
your friend the sheriff, and in your presence, prior to that 
gentleman being called to the chair. If this informa- 
tion was correct, it was within your knowledge that the 
letter was suppressed. 

Considering the ordinary usage and courtesy on such 
occasions ; considering also that the writer had been for 
46 years, bestowing no slight or superficial attention to 
the great question to be argued, it certainly was reason- 
ably to have been thought the letter might have been 
otherwise treated: especially when it turned out, that 
the principles of “ universal suffrage, annual parliaments, 
atid election by ballot,’ which it advocated, were in 
your speech very pointedly reprobated, you saying, you 
‘disapproved of the whole of them.” 

I must here, Sir, charitably suppose, that, although 
the letter was delivered to your friend the sheriff in your 
presence, yet that neither yourself, nor he had the curi- 
osity to peruse its contents; for I must conclude, that 
hearing the doctrine contained, you would not have con- 
sented to its suppression; but have allowed tbat doctrine 
to have been made known, that so by the force of your 
shewing its fallacy might clearly have been proved to 
the satisfaction of the assembled people. 

Such as afor-said being the doctrine advanced, doctrine 
which, now 47 years ago was maintained in the first of 


many essays [ have published ‘on the subject, and which 
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doctrine an active controversy by first-rate learning and 
genius, combatting such learned and such genius in oppor 
nents, has been long established on a rock of truth; it 
js not my present purpose to criticise the different doc- 
trines which in that County Meeting you endeavoured to 
maintain. 

If any there be who desire to know how your senti- 
ments were then criticised, they may be referred to a 
letter which appeared in Drakard’s Paper, May 10, 1822, 
signed Peregrine Falcon ; who seems to have done it in 
a way likely to satisfy any Radical Reformer. 

My present object is, to observe that the identical doc- 
trine of my suppressed letter, has in all its parts been 
since adopted as true, by a General Meeting of the me- 
tropolitan County of Middlesex—the very centre of na- 
tional illumination! It was not there brought forward 
under auspices, such as commonly usher to the notice of 
a County an important question ; not a single member of 
the aristocracy had it fora patron; or for a mover, ora 
supporter in debate. Its introduction was purely demo- 
cratic, without any means of influencing a single indi- 
vidual to attend in its favour; while on the contrary, it 
is believed that previous meetings, and consultations of 
persons in an adverse and powerful interest were held, 
and a counteraction, in the form of an Amendment, was 
planned: which Amendment was accordingly moved, 
and was supported by speeches from both the County 
Members; as well as by an eloquent gentleman who sat 
in the last parliament. 

In consequence of the previous meetings and consulta- 
tions of powerful adversaries, which have been mentioned, 
it cannot be doubted that many attended who came 
to the meeting considerably prejudiced against what 
Was to be proposed ; yet, notwithstanding all these dis- 


advantages—and though a meeting of only ‘ Freehclders,’ 
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who, as among the present monopolists of representation, 
were under all that influence. which, in the bosoms of 
the unreflecting, is but too prevalent among Freeholders 
against the unrepresented being lifted up “to the same 
level with themselves —Against these combined disad- 
vantages, the true principles of Reform nevertheless 
triumphed, and, as the Sheriff deciared, “by a large 
majority.” 

Here then, Sir, is an important precedent set in a 
General Meeting of the metropolitan County—the centre ! 
as already remarked, of national illumination !—That pre- 
ecedent has already been followed by the County of 
Somerset, and by Birmingham, a town containing a popu- 
lation of nearly a hundred thousand persons. 

Hence, Sir, as the county meeting of Lincolnshire is 
not to consist of Freeholders only, but of the Inhabitants 
at large, what may not be argued in favour of the true 
principles of Freedom, provided the People be fairly 
dealt with, by having both sides of the question impar- 
tially set before them—namely, on one hand, a@ complete 
reform, in striet ace-rdance with the consiiiutien ;’ and, 
on the other hand, ‘a pa:isil amendment or half mea- 
sure, leaving plenty of the matter of corruption for 
futare inoculation ! 

In what is already said, there is, I trust a sufficient 
warning against any resolutions or petitions expressly 
against complete reform, or expressly for any half-mea- 
sure; and here, Sir,it may be presumed that one clause in 
the Middlesex petition will be found worthy of your 
serious attention. It is the clause which immediately 
foliows the specific statement of the four propositions on 
which Constitutional Reform depends, and in these 
words :— 

“ Your Petitioners, in ‘thus particularizing what they 
coneeive to be national righls, utterly disclaim any thing 
so presumptuous and factious, as the setting up, on the 
present occasion, any mere OpPtntwons, ev ents, fancies, or 
‘« projects of their own, for the modelling a parliamentary 
“reform; but, having dutifally submitted their minds and 
their wills to the voice of truth, to the weight of evidence 
and to the force of demonstration, the aforesaid four pro- 
positions are the conclusions which, whetheragreeing or 
not agreeing with their former opinions or wishes, they 
“ feel themselves bound to declar 

There is yet another point J wish to press on your 
serious reflection. {n the present state of positive know- 
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ledge in the science of Representation, as weli as in the 
present crisis of our country, for deciding its fate asin 
future it shall be, free cr enslaved, can it become men 
who are at once enlightened and: honest, to suppress a 
manly, patriot declaration of the specific measures to be 
contended for, as essential to national salvation; and in 
their place to deal out only general, indefinite ex- 
pressions, which, go to nothing, and lave ro better 
merit than not grammatically to excitude any of the four 
measures requisite to a complete reform; seeing that such 
indefinite language does not ever point to any one mea- 
sure to be contended for, but leaves the mind at a loss on 
so cardinal a motive to action and exertion; and conse- 
quent'y without such a stimulus as an ordinary knowledge 
of human nature, as well as all experience, shews to be 
sufficient to any important end. 

What, Sir, has been obtained, in consequence of the 
indefinite language of The Billof Rights, which “ claimed, 
“ demanded, and tnsisted upon the RIGHTS and LIBER- 
“ TIES of the people of England?’ How infinitely more 
emphatic is this language, than the tame petitions now in 
fashion, that the Commons House, as now consirtuted, 
will, forsooth ! “ inguire into the state of things, so in- 
“ jurious to themselves, and dangerous to their posterity, 
“and by a steady and eficctual Reform, to adopt the 
‘‘“measures Which alone can remedy the evils of which 
“the people complain, and restore that good agreement 
“and perfect sympathy which ought ever to prevail be- 
“ tween the House of Commons and the People.” 

What, it is asked, hath followed even that emphatic, 
but INDEFINITE declaration of the Bill of Rights ; 
other than constant disappointment for 136 years; toge- 
ther with innumerable violations of the Constitution; per- 
petual invasions of Liberty; and, by means of the ac- 
cursed Funding System with its taxation of unborn 
generations, threatened confiscation of all property, into 
an insatiable Exchequer? Is not this enough to fill the 
people with both dread and disgust at vague indefinite 
words, which are mere delusive BLOSSOMS that caanot 
Stand the subsequent blights of the factious spirit in 
which they put forth, but never fructify ? 

_Can confidence be placed in men, who are studiously 
Silent.on rights to which millions know they are entitled ¢ 
Can patriot exertion be called forth by empty words which 
indicate no patriotism? Candetermination and enthusiasm 
be inspired, by that which chills the heart withsuspicion ? 
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Not so is it, whenthe real golden fruit of true liberty 
—fruit as delicious as nutricious—is held up to view as 
the prize to be contended for !— When those specific rights 
that would put every Englishman, without exception, 
into full, and secure possession of that sacred, brilliant 
freedom, that inestimable franchise, which is the gift of 
GOD, butis withheld by the tyranny of man, is boldly and 
honestly proposed! And how is the dormant spirit of pa- 
triotism awakened, cheered, and animated? when it is 
seen that the ALL of the glorious prize is contained with- 
in the narrow compass of fair, plain, undeniable truths, 
so simple and so obvious that every human being, learned 
or unlearned, can perfeetly understand them! 

These same truths no sooner went forthin the Jhddlesex 
pelttion, then they produced proofs of warm applause 
from different quarters ; and in particular an application 
for the service of a district, vieng with the most distin- 
guished for populousness, intelligence, and public spirit, 
of a form of petition that should ‘be adapted to the case 
of the unrepresented, It likewise caused meetings for 
considering the case of the unrepresented and its legislative 
remedy, in one of which was voted the form I enclose ; 
and in respect of which I have meeey to express a hope 
that every English gentleman who has hitherto dissented 
from any propositition which it contains, will first pub- 
licly confule such proposition before he publicly proposes 
aught on the same point that shall be incompatible with 
the same. Truly sorry that age and infirmity will not 
allow me to meet you on the 26th, 


I remain, dear Sir, 
sincerely y 
JOHN CARTWRIGHT. 





— + SS on 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

We hardly comprehend the affair between Ceroling, and Hylton 
Jolliffe. The life of the latter hero would make quite a romance, We 
must look at the papers again. 

Prison Tortures.—We are sorry that we have not this week 
space for the letters of Mr. Tonbridge, and the comments which they 
have suggested. They shal! appear in our next. 

Mr. Atkinson’s display of Ireland must also wait until our next. 

The astonishing facts relative to the Church of Ireland, are taken 
from a pamphlet, just published under the title of ** The Protestant 
Hierarchy of Ireland developed from the handwriting of the Bishops,” 
which is worthy of an attentive perusal. 

We are in great arrears with various Correspondents; but hope 
svon to make use of their favours, 
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CIVIL DUTIES OF SOLDIERS. 
LS 
The doctrine that soldiers should be always the obedient slave® 
and passive tools of their commanders, has received a severe 
shock in France, by the refusal of the National Guard to arrest 
M. Manuel ; and the discussion to which that event has given 
rise. The Marquis de la Fayette has written an excellent letter 
toaFrench Journal on this subject, which merits preservation: 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE COURIER FRANCOIS. 


Paris, March 9, 1823. 


“ An order of the day, inserted in the Moniteur, and signed 
by the Colonel of the fourth Legion, Polisard Quatremere, affirms 
that the institution of the National Guard possesses a particular 
character of unbounded devotedness to the Government. It be- 
longs to a National Guard of 1789 to correct this assertion. 


The Natioual Guard was instituted for the acquisition and the 
maintenance of liberty, equality. and legal order. After enabling 
the nation to form a government by its own choice, the National 
Guard guaranteed the independence of France; as it would since 
have done, had the successive possessors of power. in 1814 and 
1815 been willing to put their trust in an armed nation, and as it 
will, even now, I hope spontaneously, if the Powers of Pilnitz 
and Laybach again invade our tertitories. 


The natural enemy of despotism, aristocracy, and anarehy, the 
National Guard has defended the authorities instituted by the na- 
tion, and has protected persons, property, and opinions. Its wish 
was, that the enemies of the revolution should be twice vanquish- 
ed by the energy and by the generosity of the French people. 


It would have had the bouour of saving Louis XVI., had the 
faction of the privileced orders, both externally and internally, 
permitted him to be once more saved by the patriots. 


One of the greatest pleasures 1 have experienced in the course of 
my life, was the again findine, in the memorable-sitting of the 4th 
of March, the same sentiments which, io 1789, created a National 
Guard, which, in 1790, confederated four millions of armed citi- 
zens, Which have beea wianifested in cifferent posterior cireum- 
stances, particularly in the two invasions of the capital, and to 
which the National Guard of 1823 has, by. the excellent conduct 
of M. Mercier and his worthy comrades, just given so honourable 
and patriotic.a testimony. ; or 


Accepi, Sir, the assurance of my most distinguished considérae 


tion. LA FAYETTE. 
VoL, » No. 12. 
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PARLIAMENTARY REFORM. 





On Wednesday last, a select meeting of friends to a Constity. 
tional Reform in the Representation of the people in Parliament, 
was held at a tavern in the vicinity of Burton Crescent, “ for con- 
sidering the case of the Unrepresented, and its remedy by Pe- 
tition to Parliament ;” when it appeared that, as soon as the 
proceedings of the general meeting of this county on the Sth 
ult. had been made public, a letter was received from Dudley, 
in Staffordshire (the centre of an extremely populous county) 
requesting to be furnished with a form or draft of a. petition 
adapted to “ the case of the unrepresented ;” whereupon the 
sense of this select meeting was taken, upon such a form of 
draft, and that which is subjo‘ned was approved, and several 
Resolutions were likewise voted to the following effect, namely, 
“That it appeared desirable there should be submitted to the 
consideration of the Unrepresented throughout the kingdom, 
a form for petitioning, which, by its instructiveness in the true 
principles of Representation, and on the undeniableness of the 
Right of the people universally, as might aid them in their exer- 
lions for recovering those Rights. 

That a Committee for giving effect to the resolutions of the 
Meeting, as well as for receiving subscriptions towards defraying 
ihe expense, should be appointed ; and among that Committee 
we find the ames ef three persons who had taken an active 
part in the proceedings of the Middlesex County Meeting, name- 
ly Major Cartwright, Mr. Galloway, and Mr. Wooler, as well as 
of Capt. R. Williams, of Mr. George Rogers, and Mr. Cahuac, 
and Mr. Web, was appointed Secretary. 

That witnessing an unfortunate proneness in certain Reform- 
ers of our day, to follow, in meetings for reform, an ill precedent 
Set at the time of the Revolution, the Meeting knew not how 
sufficiently to condemn, to lament, and deplore, the vague, inde- 
finite language of the BILL OF RIGHTS, when the Parlia- 
inent did nothing more than to “ claim, demand, and insist upon 

{the Rights and Liberties of the people of England,” but 
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wholly omitted te specify and secure those pre-eminent Rights 
on which Liberty, and consequently Property, actually depend ; 
seeing that the nation hath already remained one hundred and 
thirty-five years, since the passing of the said vague BILL OF 
RIGHTS, without having obtained the rights in question. 

That the meeting could not too warmly applaud the wise and 
virtuous conduct of the Freeholdersof Middlesex, in distinctly 
specifying, as the requisites for effectually securing the aforesaid 
“Rights and Liberties,” the suffrage of all adult males, equal 
representation, Annual Parliaments, and Election by Ballot; this 
being true practical patriotism, cheering to every heart that pants 
for Freedom, as calculated to inspire public enthusiasm; and to 
call forth such a degree of public approbation as would not 
fail to ensure success. 

And that the meeting had seen with much satisfaction the dis- 
tinct specification of Legislative Rights in the Petitions of So- 
mersetshire and Birmingham, as well as the manly language of 
the Cambridgeshire Petition. 


The form approved of, was a copy of the one we inserted 
last week. 


The question of reform is beginning again to agitate the 
most remote quarters of the country; and petitions from the 
Unrepresented may be soon expected from all parte of the 
country. We refer our readers toa detail of the proceedings of 
a select meeting upon this subject in the metropolis, in another 
portion of our paper. Even Edinburgh has caught hold at 
least of the skirts of the garment of Reform. A meeting has 
heen held to consider of the representation of that town; and 
an application is to be made to have the elective franchise ex- 
tended to all housekeepers. As it will not succeed, and as the 
householders cannot hope to carry the fortress of corruption, 
without otheraid, their next step must be to look for allies, and 
there is but one way to look for them, where they can be found, 
and that is towards the whole people. 


eg et 
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: POETRY. 





THE SPANISH MARSEILLOIS. 





“ ALLONS, ENFANS DE LA PATRIE, WW. 
Ye Sons of Spain awake to glory, 
Hark, hark ! what myriads bid you rise, 
Your children, wives, and grandsires hoary, 
Behold their tears, and hear their cries : 
Shall hateful Tyrants mischief breeding, 


With hireling hosts, a ruffian band, ye 
Affright and desolate the land, sigs ) 
While Peace and Liberty lie bleeding ?  # : 

To arms, to arms, ye brave! ee 9 


Th’ avenging sword unsheath, 
March on! all hearts resolv'd r 
On victory or death! ae 


Now, now the dangerous storm is rolling, 
Which treach’rous Kings confed’rate raise ; 
The dogs of war let loose are howling, 
And soon our fields and cities blaze : 
And shall we basely view the ruin, 
While lawless force with guilty stride 
Spreads desolation far and wide, 
With crimes and blood his hands embruing ? 
To arms, to arms! &c. 


ee 
-—* 


With luxury and pride surrounded, 
_ ..The vile, insatiate Despots dare ; 
Their thirst of power and gold unbounded, 
To mete aud vend the light and air; 

Like, beast of burthen would they load as, 
Like God would bid their slaves adore, 
But'man is man, and who is more? 

Then shall they Jonger lash and gore us ? 

To arms! &c. 


O Liberty.! can man resign thee, 

Once having felt thy gen’rous flame; 

Can dungeons, bolts, and bars confine thee, 
Or whips thy noble spirit tame? 

Too long the world bas wept be bewailing 
That Falsehood’s dagger Tyrants wield ; 
But Freedom is our sword and shield, 

And aJl their arts are unavailing, 

To arms, to arms! &c. 


me p—— 
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